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  MAKING RESEARCH   
  THAT MATTERS  
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 TRYING THE 
 IMPOSSIBLE ?   FROM DATA TO INFORMATION  
  FROM INFORMATION TO KNOWLEDGE   
  FROM KNOWLEDGE TO PRACTICE  

  FEATURING CHAPPELL ROAN  
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 1 – Kaleidoscope 
 2 – Good Luck, Babe! 
 3 – The Giver 
 4 – Super Graphic Ultra Modern Girl 
 5 – Femininomenon 
 6 – Guilty Pleasure 
 7 – My Kink is Karma 
 8 – Hot to Go! 
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 LARGE LEARNING MOBILITY DATASET  

 2023 
 23.888 PROJECT PARTICIPANTS 
 26.433 PROJECT TEAM MEMBERS 
 2020 
 23.385 PROJECT PARTICIPANTS 
 24.543 PROJECT TEAM MEMBERS 
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 LARGE LEARNING MOBILITY DATASET –  
 COMPLEMENTED BY THEMATIC RESEARCH: 

 5.000+ THEMATIC SURVEY RESPONDENTS 
 1.000+ EXPERT INTERVIEWS 
    400+ FOCUS GROUPS 
    200+ CASE STUDIES 
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1  KALEIDOSCOPE 

 BUILD AND ALLOW  
 FOR COMPLEX 
 PATTERNS 
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Participants and team members with a higher education degree over time
How many participating young people have a higher education degree – compared to participating youth workers and
members of project teams?

Project participants Youth workers Project teams

Project participants Youth workers Project teams

2016 45.4% 81.0% 80.8%

2018 45.2% 80.1% 80.6%

2020 48.1% 82.1% 81.0%

2023 64.9% 87.0% 88.6%

Educational attainment of RAY survey respondents in 2016, 2018, 2020 and 2023.
Source: RAY Network

 OPPORTUNITY GAPS HAVE ARRIVED IN 
 THE EUROPEAN YOUTH PROGRAMMES 
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 OPPORTUNITY GAPS HAVE WIDENED 

 » Opportunity gaps are well documented 
“�There is a significant difference 
in access to and participation in 
out-of-school-time activities be-
tween young people from high- 
and low-income households.”

(Putnam et al., 2012; Snellman et al., 2015).

 » The pandemic has 
 widened them harshly 

“�The COVID-19 pandemic 
had a compounding effect 
on access to developmen-
tal summer experiences, 
disproportionally impacting 
low-income families.”

((Dunton et al., 2022; Ettekal & Agans, 20202). 10



2  GOOD LUCK, BABE! 

 DO NOT  
 ABSTAIN FROM 
 SENSE-MAKING 
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 E+Y: Admin and management fare well 
Perspective of project teams on aspects of project management (PT-E+/Y)
Project team members in Erasmus+ Youth, common module for all respondents, n below with every question.

0 = not very (easy, reliable, adequate) 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 = very (easy, reliable, adequate)

Application process | not easy at all – very easy | n = 3765 | Mean 7.34 | Median 8.0

100%

Project administration | not easy at all – very easy | n = 3756 | Mean 7.19 | Median 8.0

100%

Project funding | not adequate at all – very adequate | n = 3750 | Mean 7.28 | Median 8.0

100%

Online tools | not reliable at all – very reliable | n = 3726 | Mean 7.23 | Median 8.0

100%

Cooperation between partners | not well at all – very well | n = 3812 | Mean 8.59 | Median 9.0

100%

Cooperation in project team | not well at all – very well | n = 3816 | Mean 8.84 | Median 9.0

100%

Integration of YouthPass | not well at all – very well | n = 3777 | Mean 8.37 | Median 9.0

100%

4.7% 10% 10% 13% 17% 16% 22%

6% 9% 12% 15% 18% 15% 18%

6% 10% 10% 14% 17% 16% 21%

11% 12% 14% 17% 14% 20%

5% 9% 15% 21% 43%

8% 13% 21% 50%

6% 6% 9% 14% 18% 42%

11 point scaling questions, slider with integer interval stops from 0 to 10. Means and medians above with every question.
Source: RAY Transnational Dataset (2024)
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Perspective of project teams on aspects of project management (PT-ESC)
Project team members in the European solidarity corps, common module for all respondents, n below with every question.

0 = not very (easy, reliable, adequate) 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 = very (easy, reliable, adequate)

Application process | not easy at all – very easy | n = 475 | Mean 5.31 | Median 5.0

100%

Project administration | not easy at all – very easy | n = 500 | Mean 6.07 | Median 6.0

100%

Project funding | not adequate at all – very adequate | n = 493 | Mean 6.46 | Median 7.0

100%

Online tools | not reliable at all – very reliable | n = 494 | Mean 5.15 | Median 5.0

100%

Cooperation between partners | not well at all – very well | n = 495 | Mean 7.90 | Median 8.0

100%

Finding volunteers | not easy at all – very easy | n = 491 | Mean 6.55 | Median 7.0

100%

Integration of YouthPass | not well at all – very well | n = 496 | Mean 7.35 | Median 8.0

100%

4.4% 8% 11% 10% 16% 12% 13% 9% 8% 4.4%

5% 7% 11% 13% 13% 16% 17% 9% 6%

8% 9% 11% 13% 14% 17% 11% 12%

6% 8% 8% 9% 11% 14% 11% 9% 10% 7% 8%

9% 11% 14% 18% 19% 26%

7% 8% 10% 13% 15% 16% 13% 11%

6% 10% 11% 13% 13% 14% 25%

11 point scaling questions, slider with integer interval stops from 0 to 10. Means and medians above with every question.
Source: RAY Transnational Dataset (2024)

 ESC: Admin and management get spanked 
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 MEDIA LITERACY PERCEPTION GAP 

 In 2020, 88% of project team members thought  
 that participants had developed skills to “produce  
 media content on their own”. 

88%
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 MEDIA LITERACY PERCEPTION GAP 

 Also in 2020, only 66% of project participants  
 thought they had actually developed skills to  
 “produce media content on their own”. 

66%
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3  THE GIVER 

 GIVE DATA FREELY 
 AND MARVEL AT 
 WHAT COMES NEXT 
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Yijk = y00 + y100 xijk + y200 cijk + V00k + U0jk + Rijk

Yijk 		 = learning outcome (dependent)
y00 		 = average intercept of individual in random group
y100		 = unstandardised coefficient of the independent variables
y200		 = unstandardised coefficient of the independent variables
xijk		  = set of independent variables for different dimensions of inequality
cijk		  = set of independent control variables such as gender, age, country
V00k		 = error term for activity types to capture variance of learning outcome
U0jk		 = error term for project groups, nested in/underneath activity types
Rijk		 = error term for indidivual level to capture variance of learning outcome

Data analysis inclusion study
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“�By and large, E+/YiA projects 
do not lead to further inequa-
lities in learning outcomes. 
Young people with fewer op-
portunities who participa-
te in an E+/YiA project achie-
ve, in general, similar learning 
outcomes as their peers with 
‘normal’ (or average) opportu-
nities.”

Key finding Inclusion Study
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“By and large, E+/YiA projects do not lead to further 
inequalities in learning outcomes. Young people with 
fewer opportunities who participate in an E+/YiA pro-
ject achieve, in general, similar learning outcomes as 
their peers with ‘normal’ (or average) opportunities.”

This is quite extraordinary: 
typically, existing educational  
inequalities tend to increase  
and amplify – a phenomenon  

described through the “Matthew  
effect of accumulated advantage”.
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4  SUPER GRAPHIC 
 ULTRA MODERN 
 GIRL 

 VISUALISE IT ALL 
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 ALL GRAPHS ONLINE @ DATAWRAPPER 
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 ILLUSTRATOR & CANVAS TEMPLATES 
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5  FEMININOMENON 

 PAY ATTENTION 
 TO GENDERED 
 EXPERIENCES 
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64+33+3	
 GENDER DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS 

64+34+2	58+40+2	
 YOUNG PEOPLE  YOUTH WORKERS  PROJECT TEAMS 

    FEMALE           MALE          QUEER 

64 | 33 | 3 64 | 34 | 2 58 | 40 | 2 28



 GENDERED PROGRAMME EXPERIENCES 

 » male respondents feel better integrated 
 » female respondents feel taken less seriously 
 » male respondents think they learn more 
 » male respondents overestimate effects more 
 » queer respondents, worryingly, feel less safe 
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6  GUILTY PLEASURE 

 ALLOW YOURSELF 
 SOME SILLINESS 
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 Come on, how can you not?! 
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 Exactly. 
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 Let it out! 
34



7  MY KINK 
 IS KARMA 

 GIVE AS MUCH 
 AS YOU CAN 
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 CONTEXTUALISATION IS KEY 

 EVERY PRESENTATION MATTERS 
 EVERY CONTEXT MATTERS 

 ADJUST, TWEAK, FINETUNE 

 A LOT OF WORK  
 A LOT OF BENEFIT 
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8  HOT TO GO! 

 IT’S TIME FOR 
 OPEN DATA 
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9  PINK PONY CLUB 

 A QUICK RECAP 

43



 1 – Make room for complexity 
 2 – Participate in sense-making 
 3 – Share data freely and widely 
 4 – Invest in strategic visualisation 
 5 – Trace gendered experiences 
 6 – Be a little silly once in a while 
 7 – Make tailored interventions 
 8 – Open up data access 
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 THANK YOU! 

  ANDREAS@RESEARCHYOUTH.NET   
  @RESEARCHYOUTH 
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